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Vol. 110/1 1is a comprehensive appraisal of the Israeli and
Palestinian textbooks which have been in use since the 1990s.

Ruth Firer, the Israeli co-author, has gained reputation for
her research in the area of peace studies at the Truman Institute
for the Advancement of Peace within the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. She examines the extent to which
books and curricula have been influenced by either a culture
of war or a culture of peace. The Israeli textbooks are based
on the values of the state of Israel: Zionism, Democracy and
Judaism. The textbooks are based on the Israeli narrative of a
small nation that has survived constant persecutions and
attacks. Some of the latest history textbooks regard the
Palestinian people and their national movement in a new way
when compared to the old textbooks; they combine the basic
national values with sympathy for the other party; they were
the subject of heated debate in Israel, because they draw on
the so-called „New Historians”, who have been suspected of
surrendering basic Zionistic principles.

Sami Adwan, the Palestinian co-author, who teaches
educational science at Bethlehem University, examines
critically the Egyptian and Jordanian textbooks which are still
in use in some of the Palestinian classes. Only in the new
books compiled under the auspices of the Palestinian National
Authority and first issued in the school year of 2000/

2001, he identifies a definite attempt to establish a feeling for
an autonomous and independent Palestinian national identity.

Studien zur internationalen Schulbuchforschung. Vol. 110/1 and 110/2
Both volumes represent the result of several years of research into the way in which relations between Palestinians
and Israelis in the 20th century have been portrayed in school textbooks and curricula.

But how can Palestinian pupils be taught to solve conflicts
peacefully when, in their daily lives, they are surrounded by
violence? On the one hand, Gandhi serves as a model for
peaceful resistance, whilst, on the other hand, martyrs who
die for their nation are glorified. The Israelis are almost
exclusively depicted as an occupying force.

Both authors suggest that the process of revising textbooks
and curricula should move forward cautiously and should involve
the teachers themselves right from the beginning. A prerequisite
for the development of a common perspective is the
acknowledgement that both sides have differing views of their
own history.

Vol. 110/2 deals with the development of curricula in history
and civics against the background of the political and
educational debate taking place in Israel and the Palestinian
Territories. Furthermore, two teaching units provide an insight
into the way the conflict is treated in schools. Both sides feel
that the other has taken advantage of the situation and both
feel that the international community is siding with the other
party.

The debate about Palestinian and Israeli textbooks and curricula
has spread far beyond the narrow confines of Israel and the
Palestinian Territories. The contributions from Israeli,

Palestinian, American and German researchers are intended
to help both sides in coming to a more rational judgement
concerning educational approaches and, at the same time,

promote a policy of mediation rather than confrontation.
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